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Summary

The characterisation of the dynamics of Figueira da Foz beach, in the West coast of Portugal, is presented
based on the analysis of previous studies and results obtained from the application of a numerical model.
Advances on the understanding of the beach dynamics have been achieved by the quantification of the
annual and seasonal longshore transport and several beach profile parameters. An evaluation of the
contribution of the wave climate components on the longshore transport was also obtained. The results
allow sustaining a prediction of the effect of a future change of the wave climate on the longshore
transport. Figueira da Foz shoreline change was simulated based on different conceptual scenarios and the
results, although not quantitatively conclusive, allow the understanding of the influence of the
neighbouring beach hard rock outcrops on the recent evolution.
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